
Ivory Coast inaugurates Chinese-built biggest hydropower dam 

Ivory Coast recently inaugurated the Chinese-built Soubré hydroelectric power station, the largest of its kind in 
the West African country. According to Bloomberg (USA), the 4.5 kilometres-long dam cost US$ 592 million. 
During the inauguration ceremony, the President of Ivory Coast, Alassane Ouattara, stated “Our country 
committed in 2015 under the Paris Climate Agreement (COP 21) to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 28 
per cent by 2030 for all sectors combined. The Soubré hydroelectric dam producing renewable energy will help 
us to achieve this goal” reports Abidjan News (Ivory Coast). President Ouattara further added that the Soubré 
dam project is most emblematic of Sino-Ivorian cooperation.  

First Africa-China Friendship meeting calls for increased cooperation 

Friendship associations across China and Africa gathered under the Africa-China Friendship Organisation in 
Beijing for a leaders’ meeting. The theme for the meeting was “New opportunities for the Belt and Road and 
Africa-China cooperation,” reports Cameroon Tribune (Cameroon). Abdul’ahat Abdurixit, President of the 
Chinese-African People’s Friendship Association, reemphasised China’s commitment to building an 
international relationship that strives towards “shared benefits” notes Front Page Africa (Liberia). Victor 
Sikonina, Madagascar’s Ambassador to China said the success of the 19th Congress of the Communist Party of 
China will “play an important role in the development of Africa and ensure common prosperity of the two sides”. 

 

China offers Uganda US$ 30 million to support customs modernisation 

China agreed to support Uganda’s customs modernisation project with a grant worth US$ 30 million. According 
to The Independent (Uganda), the grant will support Uganda’s capacity to acquire the latest technologies in the 
form of non-intrusive scanners, supervision and communication systems, and border infrastructure 
improvements among others. The grant agreement was signed in Beijing by Ugandan Minister of Finance, 
Planning and Economic Development, Matia Kasaija, and Chinese Vice-Minister of Commerce, Dr. Qian 
Keming. Kasaija stated that the grant will support the Ugandan government in mitigating revenue losses as well 
as in facilitating trade and border management reports Africa Business Communities (Ghana). 

 

 Namibia commissions Chinese-built naval vessels 
 

Namibian President Hage Geingob commissioned two Chinese-built naval vessels at the harbour town of Walvis 
Bay. The two submarine chasers, Brukkaros and Daures, boast surface and under surface target attacking 
capabilities says Xinhua (China). They were donated by the Chinese People's Liberation Army and arrived in 
Namibian waters in August. The Namibian (Namibia) adds that the 60 crew members who will operate the 
vessels were trained by the Chinese. China has also supplied the Namibian navy with a logistical support vessel 
in the past.  

 

Lesotho officials learn Mandarin 

A three-month long course focusing on the Chinese language for Lesotho government officials was launched at 
the Confucius Classroom established at Machabeng College in Lesotho’s capital city, Maseru. Organised by the 
country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Relations in collaboration with the Chinese Embassy in 
Maseru, the course provides basic knowledge on the Chinese language to government officials in order to 
enhance communication with the Chinese community in the country and around the globe said LNBS (Lesotho). 
According to China’s Foreign Ministry website, Machabeng College’s Confucius Classroom was officially 
inaugurated in April 2017 and is the first of its kind in Lesotho. 
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