
France partners with China to increase Africa relations 

French President Emmanuel Macron and his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping announced a partnership between 
China Development Bank and France’s Agency for Development (AFD) to support anti-climate change projects 
in Africa. During his visit to Beijing Macron said, “We have decided to deepen our concentration on Africa, 
where China is more and more present,” reports France 24 (France). Macron also endorsed Xi’s Belt and Road 
project. “We can’t disregard this initiative. It would mean dealing with its consequences and would be a profound 
strategic mistake,” he said. Hong Kong Press (China) stated that the two countries signed various business 
agreements during Macron’s visit. 

  

Chinese Foreign Minister kicks off Africa trip in Rwanda 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi met with Rwandan President Paul Kigame on the first leg of his Africa trip. 
According to Xinhua (China) Wang stated China hopes to strengthen pragmatic cooperation with Rwanda; to 
enhance cultural exchanges in order to increase mutual understanding and to strengthen communication. The 
New Times (Rwanda) adds that Wang’s trip aims to strengthen China-Africa relations as well as to consult and 
exchange with leaders on the continent on regional and international issues of mutual interest. During his Africa 
trip Wang is set to visit Angola, Gabon and Sao Tome and Principe. 

 
 

Thousands of containers of Zambia’s Mukula tree illegally exported to China 

The Zambia Association of Timber and Forestry Based Industry has alleged that 5,000 mukula tree laden 
containers from Zambia have been exported to China following the ban on the exportation of timber species in 
2017 alone says Zambia Reports (Zambia). Trucks laden with mukula trees are intercepted on almost a weekly 
basis. An earlier report by Xinhua (China) explains that the mukula tree owes its popularity to its multiple 
properties. The mukula tree has three layers where the heart wood or inner brown part is used for making gun 
butts, the second layer for making furniture while the outer part is believed to contain medicinal values. 

 
 

 China’s Sinopec set to buy Chevron South Africa 
 

South Africa’s Competition Commission approved the 75 per cent acquisition of Chevron South Africa (CSA) by 
Chinese state-owned company Sinopec. Business Live (South Africa) explains that CSA is currently 75 per cent 
owned by Chevron Global Energy, an American company. CSA operates at a retail level in South Africa under 
the Caltex brand and is active in refining and producing petroleum products at its Cape Town refinery and its 
lubricants blending plant in Durban. According to Independent Online (South Africa) Sinopec will invest US$ 
487 million in upgrades to modernise the Cape Town-based oil refinery. 

 
 

Zimbabwe to host Chinese Spring Festival  

The China Africa Exchange and Research Centre (CAERC) and the Chinese Embassy in Harare are set to host 
a Chinese Spring Festival show. News Day (Zimbabwe) states that the festival will be held under the theme 
“The Dream.” Concert spokesperson Tinashe Kitchen said the show will be a celebration of the most important 
holiday in Chinese tradition, the Chinese Lunar New Year reports The Herald (Zimbabwe). Kitchen added that 
delegates from a wide range of backgrounds will grace the event in an attempt to promote socio-economic and 
political ties between Zimbabwe and China. 

 

Contact Us 
  +27 21 808 2840 

  +27 21 808 2841 

  ccsinfo@sun.ac.za 

  www.sun.ac.za/ccs 

 CCS_STELL 

 Facebook.com/CCS.Stell 

     About Us 
The Centre for Chinese Studies (CCS) at Stellenbosch University 

is the leading African research institution for innovative  
and policy relevant analysis of the relations  

between China and Africa.  

... 

 The Weekly China Briefing                              19 January 2018 

http://www.france24.com/en/20180111-france-china-africa-macron-resuscitates-partnership-security-g5-sahel-climate-investment
https://www.hongkongfp.com/2018/01/11/french-president-emmanuel-macron-urges-european-unity-face-rising-china/
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-01/14/c_136893594.htm
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/read/227569/
http://www.newtimes.co.rw/section/read/227569/
https://zambiareports.com/2018/01/12/5-000-containers-mukula-illegally-exported-china/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-04/25/c_136235236.htm
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/companies/2018-01-03-the-acquisition-of-75-of-chevron-sa-by-sinopecs-soihl-hong-kong-is-approved/
https://www.iol.co.za/
https://www.newsday.co.zw/2018/01/chinese-spring-fest-on-cards/
http://www.herald.co.zw/chinese-spring-festival-set-for-harare/
http://www.sun.ac.za/ccs

