
On a beautiful Saturday morning in early 
October Harmoniete made their way 
down Victoria Street to Julian’s cafe, 
where they would come to celebrate the 
old and the new. “Bon voyage”; mean-
ing “have a good journey” or “fare well” 
applies to both the “Henne” that will be 
leaving res at the end of the year and 
those lucky enough to still have some 
time left on the clock in Harmonie. A 
good journey forward into the great 
abyss that is life after res is wished to 
those of us leaving - whilst we get to 
impart some stories, advice and dare I 
say wisdom onto those staying, wishing 
them a good journey forward for howev-
er long it may be that they stay here.

The lovely event was organised by the 
seniors committee and saw Harmoniete 
enjoying pizza, drinks and good compa-
ny and even a sneaky look at the Spring-
boks rugby game in the corner (which 
we finally won by the way). Once every-
one had a moment to get settled some 
of us had the opportunity to share a few 
words. Nerinda shared her appreciation 
for the friends she got to make - likely 
and unlikely alike and how much they all 
mean to her. Grace used the opportuni-
ty to encourage the girls staying to take 
every opportunity to build relationships 
and emphasised just how important 
they are. 

It’s funny how one can get lost in time in 
res, by keeping up with the new first 
years each year, one can lose track of 
just how long you’ve been here and 
when it suddenly ends it’s almost a 
shock although it is due time. Beautiful, 
whimsical things were leaned in her time 
here - like for many of us - things like 
watching movies on the projector on the 
stoep, then sleeping on the stoep and 
going from sleeping on the stoep to 
sleeping on the Vensters stage and even 
the love of rugby was learned here!

 Janika emphasized how lucky we are to 
have been here and how lucky those are 
that are still here, how beautiful it is that 
we can be so proud of our beautiful 
home – beautiful with the people that fill 
it each and every day and beautiful in its 
stunning exterior and history too. In res 
she made - as most of us do - friends for 
life, friends that will be there through 
thick and thin, through every new adven-
ture and milestone ahead and friends 
that will be at your wedding – if you get 
married (sneaking look in my direction). 
Paula beautifully said how God picked 
each and every one of us for this house 
and journey together and it works so 
beautifully - it was simply meant to be. 
Make time for people, if you think of 
them, write it down in your diary and 
make a plan to see them, don’t be 
selfish with your time, it goes quickly and 
before you know it you haven’t seen 
them and time will have run out. Beauti-
fully Blanche got up and shared that as a 
first year she can say they we as seniors 
are inspirational, that all of life’s lessons 
can be learnt from the example set by 
the seniors she gets to share a home 
with, seniors that embody to her what 
Harmonie is all about.

 Such beautiful sentiments and bits of 
advice really made the afternoon a 
beautiful one of celebration and remi-
niscing that will be remembered for a 
long time to come like the stories, 
friends and history made in this beautiful 
place.

Bon Voyage (previously known as Hennedinee)

By Carlene Marais


