
Uncontested Entertainment, Unrivalled 
Appreciation, Unquestioned Sisterhood: 
Harmonie’s Culture Evenings
 
The year has absolutely flown by, and as we 
look back on the special and significant 
moments that defined us as a house in 2016, 
we can’t help but think of the wonderful 
talents we had on display this year during our 
culture evenings. No event can create quite 
the same feeling of love, unity and respect as 
a beautiful personal rendering of a song, a 
soliloquy recited from the heart or a moving 
dance routine done to expressive piano 
accompaniment.
 
Although we can look back on wonderful 
joined culture evenings with other residences 
(such as with Wilgenhof and Heemstede in 
the first semester), there can be no doubt in 
anyone’s mind that no evening was as special 
and unifying as the culture evening that took 
place on the 30th of July in the Cookery. As 
part of Harmonie week, a culture evening was 
scheduled in which the ladies could share 
their gifts with the other members of the 
house in a relaxed and loving environment. 
Ample provision was made by the Culture 
Committee for snacks, comfortable seating 
and a cozy atmosphere, and amidst fairy 
lights and shouts of encouragement, brave 
Harmoniete took to the stage, eager to share 
a bit of themselves with the house.

Throughout the course of the evening, we were 
witness to so many endearing acts that spoke of 
Harmonie’s essence – a community of strong and 
independent ladies who are willing to come togeth-
er as a house and break down barriers through love 
and support. Unwittingly, a subtle thread of love, 
power and authenticity ran through every single act 
and joined the evening as a whole. We were privi-
leged to listen appreciatively to an impressive 
Shakespearean monologue recited beautifully by 
Anneke, a beautiful solo vocal number by Tayleigh, a 
touching interpretation of Amazing Grace on piano 
and violin by Trudette and Marlise, and a wonderful 
duet by Grace and Karen, blending the warm sound 
of the piano keys with the emotional deliverance of 
a powerful dance routine. And to lighten the mood, 
we had our hostess Marteli be a source of amuse-
ment for the evening with her witty commentary and 
occasional well-placed joke. Also offering their 
talents to the vibrant evening was the ladies quartet 
‘Jamqu’, amusing the house with some top-notch 
comical acting, and Huiskinnerz, who fulfilled their 
duty by ‘bringing it down’ once again! 

The evening was truly a wonderfully intimate and 
special affair, with numerous ladies putting their gifts 
unabashedly out there for the house to enjoy and to 
appreciate, and were we to talk extensively about 
each act, we would not be able to finish by the end 
of the week. So inspiring and enjoyable were the 
performers and the acts that each Harmoniet went 
to sleep at the end of the night with newly reinstat-
ed appreciation for the place we call home and the 
people we share it with. Culture evenings like this 
cannot be simply defined as a few amusing hours 
put together to pass the time, but the very instiga-
tion and reinforcement of the values that we in 
Harmonie hold dear – love, unity and respect –  and 
the platform for bonds to be strengthened and 
sisters to be discovered.
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