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Dear First year 

 Dear First Year 

 Welcome to the Irene family. Next year you are going to live in a 

residence filled with integrity, respect, unity, humility and enthusi-

asm.  We can’t wait to make you a part of what we call home.  

This booklet will inform you and help you get everything ready 

for the exciting time that lies ahead.         Irene-love. 
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Dear First Year 

It is an absolute honour to welcome you to the Irene-family.  

Congratulations on being selected to be a resident at the most 

beautiful ladies’ residence on the Stellenbosch campus!  You are 

entering one of the most exciting phases of your life and I am so 

happy to have the chance to meet you and be your Irene sister.  I 

know that you may be feeling unsure or afraid of leaving home, 

but I promise you that we will try our absolute best to make Ire-

ne a warm and loving home for you. 

We are expecting approximately 220 first years in 2014 with a 

total of 321 Ireners next year.  We’ve planned an action-packed 

and fun-filled program for you from the first day that you arrive.  

The program will help you find your feet in Irene and Stellen-

bosch.  We’ll be there every step of the way to help you get famil-

iar with your new surroundings.  I want to encourage you to 

come here with an enthusiastic and positive attitude.  I assure 

you that you will form great friendships and will make memories 

that last a lifetime. 

You are welcome to move in and get your room ready on the 

22nd between 10:00-17:00 and sleep in Irene if preferred.  It is 

only compulsory to sleep in Irene from 23 January.   

The official moving in will be on Thursday 23 January 

from 07:30 to 11:00, followed by lunch with your par-

ents at Irene.   

 

 

 

 

 

Make sure you indicate on the room placement form how 

many parents are going to attend the lunch.  We will be there 

to welcome you and answer any questions you might have on 

both days. On the 23rd all the administrative formalities will 

dealt with so please have your money ready with your arrival 

(R405). 

 The House Committee, locally known as the HK, will guide you 

through the programme so that you are settled when classes 

begin and our focus shifts to the academic year.  The 14 HK 

members are responsible for managing all aspects of Irene.  The 

Primaria is the chairperson of the committee and it is her job to 

see that each Irener is happy and the residence’s structures and 

projects run smoothly.  We are students just like you and we un-

derstand many of the challenges and problems that you will face.  

I want to assure you that we are here to help you and answer any 

questions that you might have. 

During MAD2 (the period formerly known as JOOL, standing for 

“Making a decision to make a difference) we will be interacting 

with most of the other residences and PSO’s (see directory) too.  

Irene’s partners for participating in all MAD2 activities (such as 

Vensters and bondelsport) is the male PSO, Pieke, who are 

known to be the gentlemen on campus.  We are extremely excit-

ed to be working with these gentlemen. 
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First years will also be allocated a Mentor who will help you with 

the transition from school to university. You will be grouped 

with your mentor according to your course of study. Most of the 

first years will have roommates who you will meet when you 

move in.  I urge you to please complete the room placement 

form (www0.sun.ac.za/Irene) as soon as possible.  We use this 

quiz to determine your personality and match it with your room-

mate.   

The parents’ lunch will start at 11:00 on 23 January.  

Make sure that you are moved in by then. Remember to indi-

cate on the roommate form how many parents are attending 

the lunch.  The program to get you started with your university 

life will kick off after the parents’ lunch.   

To ensure that the programme runs smoothly we would like to 

request all parents and/or first years to please respect our re-

quest to not schedule any visiting times between 23 January and 

1 February.  However, there will be a break on 26 January be-

tween 13:00-16:00 when it will be convenient for you to receive 

visitors without missing out on any exciting events.  On the 1st of 

February at 16:00 the formal welcoming programme comes to 

an end and you are on your own to explore Stellenbosch further.   

Make 2014 a memorable and successful year.  Grab every oppor-

tunity that comes your way and live your student life to the full-

est!  Best of luck with your Matric results and have a fantastic 

holiday.   

“The purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience to the utmost, 

to reach out eagerly and without fear for newer and richer expe-

rience.”   - Eleanor Roosevelt -  

See you soon! 

Lots of Irene-love 

Jani Hattingh 
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Beste Eerstejaar 

Dit is ‘n eer om jou te verwelkom in die Irene-familie.  Baie 

geluk met jou toelating as inwoner van die mooiste koshuis op 

Stellenbosch.  Jy betree een van die mees opwindinde fases 

van jou lewe en ek is so opgewonde om jou te ontmoet en te 

verwelkom.  Ek besef dat jy dalk ‘n bietjie bang en onseker is 

om die huis te verlaat, maar ek kan jou belowe dat ons ons bes 

gaan probeer om Irene so veel as moontlik ‘huis’ vir jou te 

maak.   

Ons verwag 220 eerstejaars in 2014 met ‘n totaal van 321 

Ireners.  ‘n Pret en aksie-belaaide program wag vir jou vanaf 

die eerste dag wat jy hier aanland.  Die program gaan jou help 

om jou voete in Stellenbosch te vind en ons gaan daar wees 

om jou te ondersteun.  Jy gaan herinneringe bou en 

vriendskappe smee wat jy ‘n leeftyd gaan koester.   

Jy is welkom om in te trek en jou kamer reg te kry op 22 Janu-

arie tussen 10:00-17:00 en ook die aand in Irene te slaap as jy 

dit so verkies.  Dit is verpligtend om in Irene te slaap vanaf 23 

Januarie.  Die amptelike intrekdatum is 23 Januarie 

vanaf 07:30 tot 11:00, gevolg deur ‘n middagete saam 

met jou ouers.  Maak seker dat jy aandui op die kamerplas-

ingsvorm hoeveel ouers die middagete gaan bywoon.   

Ons gaan hier wees om jou te verwelkom en jou vrae te beant-

woord op beide dae.   

 

Op 23 Januarie gaan alle administratiewe formaliteite af-

gehandel word so ek versoek dat jy asseblief jou geld gereed 

sal hê met jou aankoms (R405). 

Die huiskomitee, plaaslik bekend as die HK, sal jou deur die 

program neem sodat jy gevestig is as klasse begin en ons fokus 

verskuif na die akademiese jaar.  Die 14 Hk-lede is verant-

woordelik om alle aspekte van Irene te bestuur.  Die Primaria is 

die voorsitter van die komitee en dit is haar werk om toe te sien 

dat elke Irener gelukkig is en die strukture en projekte van die 

koshuis glad verloop.  Ons is ook studente en verstaan die 

uitdagings en probleme wat jy teëkom.  Ek wil jou verseker dat 

ons daar is om jou te help en al jou vrae te beantwoord.   

Gedurende die MAD2  periode sal ons interaksie hê met meeste 

ander koshuise en PSO’s.  Irene se MAD2  vennote saam met wie 

ons in alle MAD2  aktiwiteite (soos Vensters en Bondelsport) 

deelneem is die mans PSO, Pieke.  Pieke staan bekend as die 

“gentlemen” van kampus.  Ons is baie opgewonde om saam met 

hulle te werk. 

‘n Mentor sal aan elke eerstejaar toegewys word wat jou gaan 

help met die oorgang van skool na universiteit.  Jy gaan by jou 

mentor ingedeel word volgens jou kursus.  In 2014 gaan meeste 

van die eerstejaars ‘n kamermaat hê wat jy gaan ontmoet as jy 

by Irene intrek.   

As jy nog nie die kamerplasingsvorm ingevul het nie, laai 

dit asseblief van die webtuiste (www0.sun.ac.za/Irene) af en 

voltooi dit so gou as moontlik.  Ons gebruik die kamermaatvorm 

om vir jou ‘n kamermaat aan te wys wat moontlik die beste by 

jou persoonlikheid sal pas. 
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Die ouerete sal op 23 Januarie om 11:00 begin.  

Maak seker dat jy teen daardie tyd al uitgepak en 

volledig ingetrek is.  Maak asseblief seker dat op die ka-

mermaatvorm aandui hoeveel ouers jou gaan vergesel.  

Die program wat jou help om jou universiteitslewe te 

begin sal afskop na die ouer-ete.  

Om te verseker dat die verwelkomingsprogram glad 

verloop, wil ons ouers en eerstejaars  vra om asseblief 

ons versoek te respekteer om geen besoektye ge-

durende 23 Januarie tot 1 Februarie te skeduleer nie.  

Daar gaan egter ‘n breuk op 26 Januarie tussen 13:00-

16:00 wees wanneer jy besoekers kan ontvang sonder 

om op opwindende uit te mis.  Op 1 Februarie eindig 

die formele verwelkomingsprogram en jy kan dan Stel-

lenbosch verder op jou eie verken. 

Maak 2014 ‘n suksesvolle jaar om te onthou vol kos-

bare herinneringe.  Gryp elke geleentheid aan en geniet 

jou studentelewe!  Baie sterkte met jou matriekuitslae 

en ek hoop jy het ‘n heerlike vakansie. 

 “The purpose of life is to live it, to taste experience to 

the utmost, to reach out eagerly and without fear for 

newer and richer experience.”   - Eleanor Roosevelt -  

Irene-liefde 

Jani Hattingh 



8 

Dear New First-year Student 

Another year-end is fast approaching and all the Ireners are making great preparations to welcome you into the Irene 

community of 2014 before they go on holiday. Having been first-years themselves not long ago, they know what a special 

and wonderful phase of your life you will be entering. They also know that the next few years as a student will not only be 

an academic learning experience, but will also offer you exciting op-

portunities to help you grow into the person you always wanted to be.  

Yes, you will never be the same again – for the good!  Buckle-up, en-

gage and enjoy!   

You can tell your family that you are going to be in good hands, be-

cause: 

 The residence is run by a democratically elected house committee 

in collaboration with the resident head. 

 Mentors are appointed to assist you with your transition from 

school to university.  

 This year Irene’s first-year students passed the highest percentage 

modules of all the residences on the Stellenbosch campus. 

I am looking forward to meeting you and your parents on 23 January 

2014. 

Warm Irene regards 

Riana Engelbrecht 
RESIDENT HEAD 
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Dear First Year, 

We would like to start off this letter by congratulating you on 

your placement in Irene! Irene is the best residence on cam-

pus and is very excited about meeting you. You can start pre-

paring yourself for a time filled with wonderful experiences 

here at the “Huis Met Hart.” 

We, Zilké Taylor and Elseke van Niekerk, have been granted 

the privilege of leading you in 2014 as your First year HK’s. 

You are our responsibility during the first two weeks of Wel-

coming and we are looking forward to meeting and getting to 

know each one of you. We are the ones who will be there for 

you when your parents drive away and leave you at your new 

res (We also have parents, we know). We are your “go-to-

girls” when something upsets, confuses, intimidates you or 

even when you just want to talk about all the new and excit-

ing events. During Welcoming it is also our duty to give you 

all the necessary information and support as well as the re-

quired skills of a Matie student. Therefore we are going to be 

following a very tight schedule and we want to encourage you 

to get enough rest during the holidays.  

Bring comfortable shoes. Irene is known on campus for 

speed walking like NO other!  

As you know by now, you are part of the biggest first year 

group (about 220) Irene has AND will ever get! The moment 

you put your feet into Irene you will be making history, we 

can assure you that you are going to have an amazing and 

special first year. Thus you must start preparing yourself to 

make a lot of new sisters and to memorise A LOT of new 

names. 

We believe that your final exam was a success and that you 

can relax and start looking forward to your time with us. You 

are no longer a scholar! YAY! Instead you are now a mature 

young student who will, along with all your Irene sisters, car-

ry out the “Dames met Styl” legacy! Although it may seem 

overwhelming, and the transition from school to university is 

not one to be taken up lightly, all of us will be here for YOU, 

to help and support you through any uncertainty. 

Irene will become your home-away-from-home next year, 

whether you live far away or just around the corner. There-

fore we want to make your arrival and settling in as comfort-

able as possible. University is a place where you grow in all 

the areas of your life. It is very important to make time for all 

the aspects of being a student and Irene offers opportunities 

in all areas. We will study, participate in sport, sing in Molas-

sesêr, socialize and also have a laugh over a cup 

of coffee together. 
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You are welcome to move in and get your room ready be-

tween 10:00-17:00 on the 22nd and sleep in Irene if pre-

ferred.  It is only compulsory to sleep in Irene from 23 Jan-

uary.  The official moving in will be on Thursday 23 

January from 07:30 to 11:00, followed by lunch 

with your parents at Irene.  Make sure you indicate on 

the room placement form how many parents are going to 

attend the lunch.  We along with the rest of the HK, will be 

there to welcome you and answer any questions you might 

have on both days. On the 23rd all the administrative for-

malities will dealt with so please have your money ready 

with your arrival, R405. 

Due to your tight schedule it wouldn't be possible to receive 

visitors during the welcoming period. Parents, please be 

aware of this and respect our request because you don't 

want your child to miss out on any event.  All meals 

(Breakfast, Lunch and Supper) will be supplied every day 

from lunch on the 23rd of January.  A list of necessities 

are in the booklet and includes everything that you are go-

ing to need during the programme. You can download the 

room placement  form our website 

(www0.sun.ac.za/Irene) and mail it back to us as 

soon as possible (The address is on the form). 

With regards to the programme: we trust that you have re-

ceived information booklet from the University which in-

cludes important dates and academic sessions presented by 

the university. The university’s booklet is also available at:   

www.sun.ac.za/welcome.  Irene’s program includes the 

university’s academic program as well as the residence’s 

and PSO’s programs.  

 

Irene had a very successful MAD² program in 2013 and we 

have EVEN bigger plans for 2014, along with our MAD² 

partners, Pieke! There are going to be many opportunities 

for you to get to know the guys of Pieke and you can start 

getting excited to meet the ‘gentleman’ on campus. The 

MAIN PURPOSE of MAD² is to raise as much money as 

possible for MGD (Maties Community Service) so that we 

as students can make a significant difference in our com-

munity. 

 

We can only imagine the mixed feelings you are experienc-

ing at the moment, but we can assure you that you are go-

ing to have an unforgettable time here with us! We were in 

the very same position as you and can promise you that the 

best time of your life awaits you! NOTHING beats student 

life as an Irener. We are extremely excited about your arri-

val and can’t wait to get to know you and make 2014 a huge 

success!  

 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year to you and 

your family! 

Kind Regards 

Elseke van Niekerk and Zilké Taylor 
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Beste Eerstejaar, 

Eerstens wil ons jou gelukwens met jou plasing in Irene! 

Irene is die beste koshuis op kampus en ons is baie 

opgewonde om jou te ontmoet.  Jy kan jouself solank 

voorberei vir ‘n tyd vol wonderlike  ervarings hier by die 

“Huis met Hart”.  

Ons, Zilké Taylor en Elseke van Niekerk, is in die bevoorregte 

posisie om julle HK’s van Eerstejaars in 2014 te wees. Julle is 

ons verantwoordelikheid tydens die eerste twee weke van 

Verwelkoming en ons sien vreeslik baie uit om julle elkeen te 

ontmoet en te leer ken. Ons gaan daar  wees wanneer jou  

ouers jou aflaai en vertrek (Ons het ook ouers, ons weet). Ons 

is julle “go-to-girls” wanneer iets julle ontstel, verwar, 

onseker maak OF selfs as julle net wil gesels oor al die nuwe 

gebeurtenisse. Tydens die program is dit ons werk om julle 

met die nodige inligting en ondersteuning vir die lewe van ‘n 

Matie student toe te rus. Ons gaan dus ‘n baie besige program 

volg en daarom wil ek julle aanmoedig om die vakansie goed 

uit te rus .  

 

 

 

Pak lekker gemaklike skoene in…Irene is op kampus bekend 

vir die meisies wat soos GEEN ander kan ‘speedwalk’!  

Soos wat julle weet is julle die grootste groep eerstejaars 

(ongeveer 220) wat Irene al ooit gekry het! Ja, met jou 

intrapslag is jy besig om geskiedenis te maak en ons kan jou 

verseker dat jy ‘n ongelooflike en spesiale eerstejaar gaan hê, 

so berei jou solank voor om lekker baie nuwe sussies te maak 

en BAIE name te memoriseer. 

Ons glo dat jou finale eksamen ‘n sukses was, en dat jy nou 

kan ontspan en begin uitsien na al die nuwe dinge wat voorlê. 

Jy is nie meer ‘n skoolkind nie! YAY!  Jy is nou ‘n volwasse 

jong student wat saam met jou Irene sussies die “Dames met 

Styl” naam gaan laat voortleef. Al voel dit op dié stadium baie 

oorweldigend en die skuif van skool na universiteit nie een is 

wat ligtelik opgeneem moet word nie, gaan ons almal hier 

wees vir JOU om jou deur enige onsekerheid of bekommernis 

te help en lei.  

Irene gaan van volgende jaar af jou huis weg van die huis af 

wees , of jy nou van ver af kom of om die hoek bly, en daarom 

wil ons die aankoms en “insettle” so gemaklik as moontlik vir 

jou maak. Universiteit is ‘n plek waar jy groei op alle gebiede 

van jou lewe. Dit is baie belangrik om al die aspekte van 

studentelewe te ervaar en Irene bied op alle gebiede vir jou 

daardie geleentheid. Ons gaan saam swot, sport doen, 

Molassesêr sing, sosiaal verkeer en sommer ook net lekker 

lag oor ‘n koppie koffie.  
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Jy is welkom om op 22 Januarie 2014 vanaf 10:00 - 17:00 in 

te trek en uit te pak en in Irene oor te slaap. Die amptelike 

verwelkomingsprogram, waarop jy nie wíl uitmis nie, begin 

eers die volgende dag en daarvoor is dit noodsaaklik dat jy 

vanaf die 23ste in die koshuis moet slaap.  Die amptelike 

intreksessie is Donderdag, 23 Januarie 2014, vanaf 

07:30 – 11:00, gevolg deur ‘n middagete saam met 

julle ouers by Irene. Onthou asseblief om op die 

kamerplasingsvorm aan te dui hoeveel ouers die ouerete 

bywoon.  Ons en die res van die HK sal by albei intreksessies 

wees om julle te verwelkom en enige vrae te beantwoord.  Op 

die 23ste word alle administratiewe take afgehandel, daarom 

is dit noodsaaklik dat jy gereed staan met jou R405. Weens 

jou vol prgram is dit onmoontlik om besoekers gedurende die 

program te ontvang. Ouers, wees asseblief bewus hiervan en 

respekteer die versoek aangesien u nie die oorsaak wil wees 

dat u kind op enige aktiwiteit uitmis nie. 

Alle etes (oggend, middag en aand) word voorsien vanaf 

middagete op Donderdag 23 Januarie 2014. ‘n Lys van 

benodigdhede is in hierdie die boekieen sluit alles in wat jy 

tydens die verwelkomingsprogram gaan benodig. Laai die 

kamermaatvorm af van ons webtuiste 

(www0.sun.ac.za/Irene) en pos dit asseblief so gou 

as moontlik aan Irene terug (die adres is in die 

vorm). 

Ons vertrou dat jy alreeds die universiteit se boekie met 

betrekking tot die verwelkomingspogram gelees het  

(www.sun.ac.za/welcome).  

 

Die universiteit se akademiese en MAD2  program is in die 

koshuisprogram geïnkorporeer.  

 

Irene het verlede jaar baie sukses behaal tydens die MAD² 

program en ons beplan net NOG groter dinge saam met ons 

MAD² vennote, Pieke! Julle gaan baie met die manne te doen 

kry en julle kan solank begin opgewonde raak om die 

‘gentlemen’ van kampus te ontmoet! Op daardie noot, die 

HOOFDOEL van MAD² is om soveel as moontlik geld in te 

samel vir Maties Gemeenskapsdiens (MGD) sodat ons as 

studente ‘n kenmerkende verskil in ons gemeenskap kan 

maak.  

 

Ons kan dink dat jy nou gemengde gevoelens ervaar, maar 

ons kan jou verseker dat jy ‘n onvergeetlike tyd hier saam met 

ons gaan hê. Ons was self in die posisie waarin jy nou is en 

kan jou belowe dat die beste tyd van jou lewe op jou wag! 

NIKS kom by studentelewe as ‘n Irener nie. Ons wag in 

spanning vir julle aankoms en sien baie uit om elkeen van 

julle beter te leer ken en van die jaar 2014 ‘n sukses te maak!  

Indien daar enige vrae is, kan jy ons kontak deur SMS, e-pos 

en Facebook. 

Geseënde Kersfees en ‘n voorspoedige nuwe jaar vir jou en 

jou familie! 

Vriendelike Groete 

Elseke van Niekerk en Zilké Taylor 
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Primaria 

Jani Hattingh  

084 521 7572 

ireneprim@sun.ac.za 

Bcomm Industrial 

Psych 

Worcester 

Vice-Primaria 

Lizbè Botes  

072 782 0040 

16486544@sun.ac.za 

BIng Civil 

Springbok 

 

University is a wondrous, adventurous and exciting time 

of your life.  Irene will form the base from which you 

learn to explore the exciting new experiences and growth 

that awaits you.   

As your primaria it is my duty and honour to welcome 

you in to the best possible home that Irene can offer.  It is 

my job to make sure that each and every Irener feels 

comfortable and happy in their environment.  I help 

manage the residence together with our resident head 

and make sure that everything runs smoothly. 

I truly hope I can get to know you well, my door is always 

open for chatting, advice and comfort.   

Welcome to the Irene family! 

Die hoof rol van die onder-primaria is om ‘n regterhand 

en steunpilaar te wees vir die primaria. In tye van nood, 

waar die primaria nie beskikbaar is nie, sal die onder-

primaria vir haar instaan. Ek, as onder primaria, is ook 

verantwoordelik vir risikobeheer en veiligheid van die 

meisies in Irene. Met die aanbouery van die koshuis, 

word sekuriteit ook opgeknap. Daar is veiligheidskam-

eras  reg rondom die koshuis asook beheerde toegang 

waar net die inwoners van Irene toegelaat word. Dit is 

ook my plig om seker te maak dat elke meisie in die 

koshuis weet wat om te doen indien daar ‘n brand  

ontstaan.  

Ek sien baie uit om elkeen van julle te ontmoet en julle 

veilig deur die jaar te kry!   
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Delecia Davids 

073 713 2339 

16962036@sun.ac.za 

BSc Chemical Biology  

Cape Town 

 

 

Bredine Kruger  

073 600 4265  

16699009@sun.ac.za  

Bphil Translation 

Somerset West 

 

As a residence, we represent a community of people who 
live together and amongst other things, share the same 
resources. As Green HK, it is my responsibility to ensure 
that we comply with the guidelines of the University with 
regard to sustainable living and also to ensure that each 
girl contributes toward a greener environment. In the Cul-
ture portfolio I manage all activities that relate to different 
disciplines of arts and culture and ensure that the resi-
dence participates in all the University’s competitions.  

The MAD2 Committee portfolio requires me to liaise with 
everyone in Irene who is involved in the MAD2 period, to 
ensure that everything runs smoothly behind the scenes. 
Apart from managing the above, I enjoy dancing and sing-
ing and I firmly believe in stepping out of my comfort zone 
on any given day. This has given me courage. Courage to 
dream, to live, to love and to learn. 

I dare you. Just do it. 

Dear first year, 

I will be your Vensters HK, as well as being in charge of all the so-
cial media, photos and website related activities of this wonderful 
residence. Vensters is one of THE BEST experiences you will have 
as a first year, it is a memory you will cherish for the rest of your 
life and an amazing bonding experience both with your fellow first 
years and the handsome Pieke boys. Don’t worry if you have two 
left feet or the rhythm of a garden snail, Vensters isn’t about being 
a professional dancer, it’s about having FUN and being silly. So 
just give it your best and laugh all the way through, because in 10 
years’ time you won’t remember the dances but you will DEFI-
NITELY remember what an incredible rush you had performing 
with your newly-found sisters on stage. 

A little about myself, I like to do things 200% and if you ever work 
with me or need help with ANYTHING, personal, academic-wise 
or just anything, I will do the best I can to help. A little motto I like 
to live by: In the end everything will be okay, and if it’s not okay, 
it’s not the end. 

That’s all from me, All my love 

Bredine 

mailto:16699009@sun.ac.za
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Cassandra Nel  

079 5089 352  

17090881@sun.ac.za  

BA Humanities 

Johannesburg 

 

 

Richelle du Preez 

082 400 4335  

16434315@sun.ac.za  

NOS 

Oudtshoorn 

 

 

Irene takes great pride in it's academic achieve-
ments and recognizes that to do well in university 
a structured and encouraging environment is nec-
essary. Thus we provide every first year with a well 
trained mentor to help and guide them through. 
Irene also asks every first year to attend a two 
hour study period each week to help them stay on 
top of their work and to keep them motivated and 
consistent in their work. 

Irene is also very proud of the women in our com-
munity! We celebrate these women and their 
growth through multiple events centered around 
diversity and critical thinking and engagement. 

As secretary of Irene I handle all the administrative 

duties which means that I keep the House Committee 

as well as the rest of the house informed about new 

information and decisions made by the university re-

garding MAD2. I keep everyone in the loop of things 

by sending out house mails and I also accommodate 

those Ireners who still live in the 1940’s by delivering 

post and other information to their doors.  

I also oversee Irene's newspaper, Pleiades, which you 

will receive every term with all the latest gossip and 

news. It might not seem like the most fun job, but 

without me you will have absolutely no clue what is 

going on in the world....  

mailto:16438078@sun.ac.za
mailto:16434315@sun.ac.za
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Melissa Wilson 

072 616 1853  

16586506@sun.ac.za  

BA Development and 

Enviromental Studies  

Saldanha 

 

 

Pauline v.d. Nest 

071 604 8981  

16963296@sun.ac.za  

BEd 

Durbanville 

 

As financial manager of Irene it is my duty to make 

sure that all the funds coming in and out of Irene 

are managed properly. I am in charge of doing pay-

ments and keeping a firm hand on the wallet of our 

residence. If you buy anything res-related, remem-

ber to keep your slips and bring it to me in order to 

get your money back. Spending is fun, I am addict-

ed to shopping and also gambling which obviously 

makes me the perfect financial manager.....JOKE!! 

Don't worry your moola is safe with me. So yes, fi-

nancial manager might seem boring and nerdy, but 

remember I'm the one with the dollars...  

Dit voel soos gister wat ek elke 2 minute my “akkomodasie 
status” gaan kyk het. Ongelukkig is ek nie dadelik aanvaar 
nie en was ek groen van jaloesie op  elke Irene meisie. Soos 
die noodlot dit wil hê, het ek wel die voorreg gekry om in 
my vierde kwartaal van eerstejaar deel te vorm van die 
wonderlike  Irene familie .  

Irene is celebrating its 50th year reunion next year, this is 
going to be a wonderful event and definitely something to 
be looking forward to. I am also responsible for Irene week 
which is a week where fun activities will be held in the 
house.  Lastly, I am also responsible for house clothing 
which is Irene’s own special range of clothing, including 
hoodies, cardigans, bags, umbrellas and much more. 

Ek wil jou aanmoedig om die beste van jou Irene geleen-

theid te maak, waardeer dit en sien uit, want dit gaan won-

derlik wees. 

mailto:16103068@sun.ac.za
mailto:16699009@sun.ac.za
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Zilké Taylor  

072 327 7066  

16466942@sun.ac.za  

BSc Sport Science 

Johannesburg 

 

 

Zandri Hill 
084 425 15190  

16495101@sun.ac.za  

BIng Civil 

Port Elizabeth 

 

Liewe Eerstejaar, 

In die koshuis is my verantwoordelikheid om seker te maak 
al die “events” verloop vlot en dat almal hulself geniet. Deur 
die jaar bied Irene vele sosiale geleenthede aan bv. Huis-
dans , Seniordans, ens. Hierdie danse/geleenthede word 
georganiseer deur ‘n mede Irener, met ‘n komitee wat help. 
ALMAL mag op die komitees dien en dit is baie kamerpunte 
werd. 

Ek dien dan as fasiliteerder en oorsiener, sodat alles volgens 
die reёls gedoen word. 

Om deel te wees van so ‘n komitee, is ‘n perfekte manier om 
jou mede Ireners te leer ken en goeie bande te bou. Ek sal 
julle sterk aanmoedig om deel te wees van soveel as moont-
lik.Tweedejaars is ook my portefulje. Julle sal sommer vroeg 
in MAD² die Tweedejaarskomitee ontmoet. 

Baie geluk met jou plasing in Irene. Maak reg vir die beste 
tyd van jou lewe. 

As your First Years HK, I am obligated and also very hon-

oured to make you my first priority, not only during the 

welcoming period but also during the rest of your first of-

ficial year as a university student and as a fellow Irener 

(Which is a well sought after title if you ask me). I deal 

with any and all issues that might arise during this great 

transition year and am always prepared to share my expe-

rience as a senior student.  

You will be seeing A LOT of me during your welcoming 

period and a lot of planning has gone into a program that 

we feel will ensure the best possible WELCOME Irene has 

to offer. So get excited and always remember, it is what 

you make of it and luckily for you, you MADE it into the 

Irene family. 

Season Greetings 

mailto:16466942@sun.ac.za
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Carla Nortje 

078 639 2209  

16954653@sun.ac.za  

BA Humanities 

Somerset West 

 

Marcia Relling  

076 330 6437  

16999398@sun.ac.za  

Bcomm Marketing 

Management  

Johannesburg 

My motto in life is “life is what you make of it”. I 

strive to grasp every moment and make it my own 

but also to make those around me see the light at 

the end of the tunnel. Corny, but that is me in a 

nutshell. Psychologist in the making and definitely 

have a passion and love for people. I like cats but 

not in that creepy “old-cat-lady-in-a-rocking-chair” 

kind of way. Oh, and I hate spiders. HATE THEM. 

I’m a professional black-belt-ass-kicker and can’t 

sing- but don’t care. Always keen for a ‘thought-

inducing’ conversation over a quick cup of coffee. I 

believe reality is relative and that we as individuals 

are perfectly unique.  

As a recently elected member of the House Committee, 2014 will 
be my first year serving Irene in a more management oriented 
capacity. The main area’s that I will undertake in the year to 
come consists of the following portfolio’s: Sport, MAD2 Market-
ing and Food. It brings me great excitement knowing that Irene 
will be receiving over 200 first years next year and I am positive 
that with that we will receive talent beyond measure. Being the 
head of sport requires me to ensure that all the administrative 
prerequisites made by the university are met. I have elected sport 
representatives who are in charge of their respective sport areas. 
They are then required to: select the sport teams and communi-
cate fixtures with them; ensure that all Irene’s sport equipment 
and clothing is well looked after and intact for future use; attend 
meetings and act in correspondence with the sport coordinator.  

Our current catering company is Fedics and as HK of food, I will 
act as the link between them and Irene. We as Ireners have many 
different dining options. Every week I send the food menus via 
email with the options you are able to choose from where you 
can then book your meals online.  

Lastly, I am in charge of running our MAD2 marketing campaign. 
I have an immense passion for marketing would like to pursue it 
as a career after my studies. Irene has been an incredible home 
to me and I can promise that being in this house offers the po-
tential of the best years of your life. I am so excited meet you all 
and watch you transform into true Dames Met Styl! 

mailto:16438078@sun.ac.za
mailto:16438078@sun.ac.za
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Elseke van 

Niekerk 

083 529 3621  

17001668@sun.ac.za  

B of Speech-Language & 

Hearing Therapy  

Nelspruit 

 

Margaret Scott  

084 207 1902  

17121426@sun.ac.za  

BDram 

Somerset West 

 

Dear First Year, 

My portfolios are First Years (you guys), Community Interaction, 
Spiritual and Interior. Oh, how I love my portfolios! First Years 
involves the Welcoming period and working with the First year’s 
committee. Community Interaction is projects involved with en-
gaging with communities to generate hope. Irene has a perma-
nent community project where we go to Webergedenk Primary 
and work with Grade 3’s to improve their language skills. We 
have learnt so much through this project and have been enriched 
ourselves. Spiritual is all about Irene being a loving family and 
making sure that everyone is informed about the awesome places 
of worship that Stellenbosch offers. I believe in dreaming BIG 
and the best advice I can give you is to never let anyone tell you 
your dreams are too big to become a reality! You are beautiful 
and talented, if you don’t know that yet, I hope you realize it 
soon. 

“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue 

them.” -Walt Disney 

All my love 

Welcome first years of Irene, I am very excited to 

meet you all as you have your university experience 

here at Irene, as your home. A few things about 

me: I study Drama and am truer to no other person 

than myself and love to have fun and laugh as 

much as possible! My HK portfolios are Vensters, 

Marketing and IT. I am very passionate for these 

portfolio’s because it allows me to have an outlet 

for creativity, my love for art and marketing Irene 

with pride and respect. I cannot wait to have you 

all here to hold Irene’s name high and enjoy your-

selves as much as possible in the year to come and 

also in MAD2 as a part of the family of Irene.  

mailto:16699009@sun.ac.za
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Irene’s Road to Academic Success paved by Mentorship 
 
One of the most challenging transitions in life (for parents and students alike) is the one from high school to university. Whilst 
no doubt an exciting new journey, the increased experiences of freedom and responsibility can often be both daunting and over-
whelming.  
 
For this reason, Irene Ladies Residence takes great care in ensuring that its new residents are presented with an extensive sup-
port system – the mentoring system - aimed at ensuring that one discovers the true secret to having a social life whilst still man-
aging to meet one’s personal academic goals. 
In Irene, the mentors are a dynamic body of 26 seniors who have been carefully appointed for the purpose of actively guiding and 
supporting first years through the beginning steps of their Stellenbosch University journey. Each mentor has already walked her 
own special path in Irene, successfully discovering ‘balance’ in the seemingly chaotic world of university, and is therefore more 
than capable to assist the first years, too, in adapting to their fresh surroundings and new academic challenges. 
 
“Be-Well” is a Student Wellness Project that forms part of the wider campus mentoring programme. It focusses on six dimen-
sions – Social, Physical, Intellectual, Emotional, Spiritual and Occupational – which together provide extensive holistic support 
to first years. Research has shown that ‘Wellness’ can be linked to flourishing in life, and for this reason, the programme was 
adopted by Irene this year – and with incredible outcomes! Our first years exceeded all expectations by achieving the overall 
highest percentage pass rate of modules on campus, and further excelling in all aspects of res life - a remarkable achievement 
that can no doubt be attributed to Irene’s new-and-improved “Be-Well” mentoring structure. 
 
In addition to the implementation of this programme, Irene’s mentors further offer their assistance as “older sisters” in the fol-
lowing ways: 

Administration – First years are guided through registration processes. 
Mentor sessions – Each first year is assigned to a mentor, forming small mentor groups of between 8 and 10 girls. These 

mentor groups meet throughout the MAD2 orientation period, as well as on a weekly basis during the remainder of the 
year. 

Study sessions – First years participate in weekly study sessions under the supervision of the mentors. 
 
The Irene mentors would like to warmly welcome you to your new home. We are really looking forward to meeting each and eve-
ry one of our new sisters, and we trust that together, an amazing year lies ahead for us all. 
 
Kind Regards, 
The Head Mentor Team 
 
Eden Ontong, Emily Kempton-Jones, Carmin Jansen van Vuuren & Natasha Schoeman 
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To make a success of MAD2  we ask of you to bring the 

following items.  It is NOT necessary to buy everything 

listed, but please bring everything which is available 

to you. 

COMPULSORY 

 Black cocktail dress (If you don’t own one, any neat 

black clothes)   

 White shorts/skirt 

 Black shorts/skirt 

 Denim shorts/skirt 

 Black JT/strappy top 

 

 White JT/strappy top 

 White old shirt and (if available, white old shorts) 

 Your favorite photo of yourself 

 A3 paper 

 

MAD2 
CHALLENGE 

Try to know 50 names of your fellow 

Irene first years by the end of the 

programme. 

Remember: R405 + Documents at arrival 

 

REMEMBER  

Comfortable walking shoes, we will be 

walking a lot!  
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      Arrival at Irene 

 

Ireners are welcome to move in on 22 January from 08:00-17:00.  You are welcome to sleep in Irene 

on the 22nd and there will be a few activities in the evening.  The official program will start on 23 January.  Ireners are then 

welcome to move in again the 23rd from 07:30-11:00.  Your section HK will welcome you on the 22nd and 23rd. 

1. On the day of your arrival, please bring R405 for your Irene clothing.  Each first year will receive special Irene merchan-

dise to wear during the programme.  The money will cover the costs of  an Irene first years shirt, MAD2 shirt,  cluster 

shirt, string bag, water bottle and peak hat. 

2. If you didn’t register online between 13January and 31 January 2014 at www.mymaties.com, we will help you to register 

during the programme.  We urge you to use the online registration. 

       For us to help you register during the welcoming programme, please remember to bring the following documents: 

  Advice of Results of the 2013 NSC or IEB final school leaving exam. 

  KNSC or IEB candidates who matriculated in 2012 or earlier: National Senior Certificate 

  Candidates from other school systems: School-leaving certificate/s and certificate of university exemption issued 

 by the SA Matriculation Board.  

  Candidates who studies at other universities: The document/s mentioned at 2 or 3 above, as well as full academic 

 record and certificate of good conduct issued by the university concerned. 

  If you are not a South African citizen: A valid study permit. 

  Printed proof of your payment of course + residence deposit. 

3.  From 11:00 on 23 January the formal program will start. Make sure that you are finished moving in and unpacked by 

then.   The parent’s lunch and all admin will then be formalized. 

4.   The first year group for 2014 are 220 ladies.  We would appreciate it if you could move in if possible on Wednesday to  

 avoid a  big rush on the 23rd. 
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Visiting Hours before commencement of classes. 

The university’s and Irene’s various programmes are taking place simultaneously and are therefore 

rather structured and busy.  In order for you to adapt well to the residence environment and build-

ing of friendships with your fellow Ireners we invite and encourage all first years to participate in 

the programme.  MAD2 is an amazingly fun time. 

Please inform the HK’s of first years, Zilké Taylor and Elseke van Niekerk, a day in advance if it is 

impossible to attend the following day’s activities. 

To ensure that the programme runs smoothly we would like to request all parents and/or first years 

to please respect our request to not schedule any visiting times between 23 January and 1 February.  

However, there will be a break on 26 January between 13:00-16:00 when it will be convenient for 

you to receive visitors without missing out on any exciting events.  On the 1st of February at 16:00 

the formal welcoming programme comes to an end and are on your own to explore Stellenbosch 

further.  REMEMBER: classes start on Monday, 3 February.  Ireners are never late or bunk classes. 

Shopping 

The closest shopping centers (with chain stores, pharmacies and doctors) is within walking distance 

from Irene. The HK/Mentors will explain exactly where it is and assist you to get there in case of an 

emergency. 
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Meals 

 All meals during the programme will be provided.   First years will receive breakfast, dinner 

and lunch during the programme.   

 After the programme students can book meals through www.mymaties.com (we will assist you). 

 Meals have to be booked two days in advance (not applicable for MAD2 period) 

 Irene’s menu offers the following options: standard meal, get balanced meal (a healthier option), vege-

tarian option and many more.  

 Only the standard option will be available during MAD2 [remember to mail Elseke 

(17001668@sun.ac.za) if you have any special dietary needs due to religion or health)]. 

 Irene also offers a deli where call order foods can be ordered and snacks can be bought. 

 Irene has a vending machine. 

 In 2014 Irene will get a brand new coffee shop. 

 In 2014 our cluster will get a hub with a deli. 

Please like / follow: 

FACEBOOK: Irene Dameskoshuis 

TWITTER: @IreneKoshuis 

WEBSITE: www0.sun.ac.za/Irene 
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Shuttles from airport to Irene 

Bettina’s exclusive shuttles: 

 082 076 2958 

Deebees Shuttles 

 076 907 7850 

Cape Rhino Exclusive 

 083 380  1416 

Shuttle Up 

 072  246 4592 

GPS coordinates of Victoria street: 

(Irene is situated on the corner of Victoria and 

Marais street) 

S 33° 56′ 1.493″ 

E 18° 52′ 0.998″ 
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 Any colour crêpe paper 

 Black & green plastic bags (or any oth-

er plastic bags) 

 Polystyrene 

 Newspaper 

 Coloured paper 

 Koki's 

 Stickers 

 Wire 

 Old shirts that can be torn 

 Bells 

 Dungarees  

 Cellophane paper 

 Braces 

 Glitter 

 Face paint 

 Plastic princess crown 

 Paint brushes 

 Any paint 

 Carton 

 Tinsel  

 Hair elastics 

 Make-up and hairspray 

 Safety pins 

 Old black stockings 

 Cotton wool 

 Board / card games 

 Old clothes (for community interac-

tion) 

 Old shoes (for community interaction) 

 Marshmallows + sweets 

 SUNBLOCK  

  Different coloured t-shirts – red/
yellow/green/blue/pink 

  Black tights 

 Body paint 

 White wife beater shirt that can be 
painted on 

 Cardboard 

 Crazy clothes 

 Strange hats 

 Vuvuzela 

 Scrap pieces of material 

 String 

 Sticky tape 

 Bandana’s 

 Clips, head bands, hair spray 

 Ribbon 

 ANY recyclable items (we receive 
points for it). 

 Used lever arch file 

 Flower seeds 

 Tinned food or non- Perishable 

items (for Cluster initiative) 
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 Kettle (hydro boilers are availa-

ble in the kitchenettes) 

 Hair dryer / Straightener / Curl-

ing tong 

 Computer / Laptop / Printer 

 Fan 

 Heater (No open element) 

 Iron 

 Radio / Cd-player 

 Desk lamp 

 SABS approved multi plug 

 Toaster / Snackwicher 

 Bar refrigerator (1 per room) 

Tip: Buy after arrival after discussed with 

room mate.  The area offers enough retail 

options (see directory p47) 

 Electrical blanket 

 Open element heater 

 Gas heater 

 Microwave (available in kitchenettes) 

 Television 

 Hot plate 

NO cooking in rooms allowed  
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BEFORE ARRIVAL: 

 Please e-mail us two clear pictures of yourself (head and shoulders) to hkirene@sun.ac.za with the 

subject line as “First year 2014 Photo”.  Please remember to add your name and surname. 

 If you have special dietary needs concerning religion or allergies, please email Elseke 

(17001668@sun.ac.za). 

 If you have special religious / sport commitments (South-African gymnast and need to practice daily 

or have praying rituals) please email Elseke (17001668@sun.ac.za). 

WITH ARRIVAL: 

 R405 + registration documents at arrival. 

 Medical aid number 

 Two combination pad locks or standard pad locks (one for bedroom door and one for cupboard) Safe 

ones on sale at Irene - 23 January. 

 Pad locks, magazines, self defense classes, Varsity cup tickets etc. can be bought and signed up for on 

23 January at Irene.  (Not compulsory) Prices uncertain but it would be useful to bring some cash 

with. 

 Multi plug (SABS approved).  It must be a multi plug with separate switches for each socket that can 

trip if a short circuit occurs. 

 Musical instrument (if you can play one). 

 Food will be supplied during MAD2. 
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Address and postal address                                  Mail 

 

Student’s full name and surname   - Mail will be delivered on a regular basis. 

Irene Ladies’ Residence     - It is the student’s own responsibility to get parcels/boxes  

Victoria Street              from the postal office in the Neelsie Centre. 

Stellenbosch            - The residence will not take responsibility for deliveries or 

7600       mail. 
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               OUR VALUES 

I -  Integriteit      (Integrity) 

R - Respek    (Respect) 

E - Eenheid         (Unity) 

N - Nederigheid   (Humility) 

E - Entoesiasme  (Enthusiasm) 

Value Driven Management 

Value drive management is an approach to manage-

ment where the entire house, including those who 

are in leadership positions, are subject to the values 

of the house.  The values of Irene will manage and 

determine what is acceptable.  When an Irener dis-

respects the values, the values will dictate what the 

appropriate actions are.  The leaders of Irene will 

use the values to guide their decision and ensure 

that the situation is handled in a fair and consistent 

way. 

 

Our Vision 
-  I will practice personal integrity and excellence of 

 character. 

- I will respect the dignity, value and worth of all 

 persons while learning from the differences in 

 people, ideas and opinions. 

- I will respect the rights and property of others, 

 their  feelings, and our communal need for 

 conditions  that promote personal growth and 

 academic success. 

- Through my actions, I will honour and contribute 

 to the rich heritage left by those who precede 

 us and work to leave the residence a better 

 place  for those who follow. 
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House Song 

 

When Ma Sue took us into Irene 

She told us that we should be: 

Young ladies with standards and moral and poise, 

And a treat for the young men to see. 

 

I-I-I-Irene 

Goodnight Irene 

Irene goodnight 

Goodnight Irene, Goodnight Irene 

I’ll see you in my dreams. 

History 
 

Irene opened its doors for the first time in 1963. It 

was the 9th ladies’ residence that was originally built 

to house 169 students. It increased the amount of 

students that Stellenbosch University could accom-

modate to 2883 people. 

 

The opening of Irene was celebrated with a formal 

dinner ceremony. Guests of honour such as the rec-

tor, Professor H.B. Thom, the resident head, Ms. De 

Lange, and the architect, Mr. Collins, attended. 

Thereafter, the opening of the recreation room was 

celebrated at a function with neighboring men’s resi-

dence, Eendrag. The ceremony was rounded off with 

another formal dinner at which all residents of Irene 

were present. 
 

In 2013 Irene underwent major renovations that 

added an additional wing to the residence. The resi-

dents’ count went from 173 to 321 ladies and will be 

the biggest ladies’ residence on Stellenbosch Campus 

from 2014. 



34 

University Accommodation  

 Enquiries about payment of accommodation can be made at University Administration,  

     Admin A : 021 808 9111. 

 Furniture: All rooms will have curtains, desk, chair, bed, mattress, built-in closet and built-in shelf. 

 You are NOT allowed to bring your own curtains. 

 Store rooms are available for storage during holidays. 

 Washing: Irene has a washing room with washing machines and tumble dryers.  Washing quota can be 

uploaded on student account.  We have a lady who washes our clothes.  She is paid by washing quota that 

you upload on your student card. Please bring your own washing powder and pegs if you wish to have 

your clothes washed.  You are also welcome to wash your own clothes if you wish to do so. We have a 

quad with washing lines where clothes can be hanged.   

 Cleaning: The university provides a room cleaning service twice a week.  They are also responsible for 

cleaning our bathrooms and the rest of our facilities.  Students are requested to leave rooms in a tidy con-

dition for the cleaners, if the rooms are untidy they will not be cleaned. 
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Irene offers the following facilities: 

 Computer room with computers and printers 
(printing credits can be uploaded via student account) 

 Social areas 

 Television (DSTV) 

 Prayer room (available for all religions) 

 Internet in rooms (via cables, pay through student account) 

 Study rooms 

 Kitchenette (with microwave and boiler) 

 Lift 

 Secure bike shed  

 Parking (limited space near res, periphery unlimited) 

 Cleaning services 

 Quad 

 Two shopping malls within walking distance 

(±1km) from Irene. 

 Next to squash and tennis courts 

 Nature reserve across the road 

One of the university’s major focuses is 

a sustainable university and campus.  

So, new Matie, hire a Matie bike and 

ride it wherever you want to be! 

Google: “Hire a Matie bicycle” 

You are also welcome to bring your 

own bicycle or scooter. 

Ns. Maties bikes don’t get stolen easily. 

 

  

 

Quick Facts 

 Rector of US: Prof H Russel Botman 

       (twitter: @RusselBotman) 

 Stellenbosch is the oldest town is South-

Africa. 

 In 1918 Stellenbosch University opened its 

doors to 503 students and 39 lecturers. 

 Maties FM is our university’s own radio 

station (MFM 92.6). 
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Parking on campus is paid through the student 

account. Only 23% of Irene’s residents will re-

ceive a parking space near residence and sen-

iors get preference.   Periphery parking is ±2km from Irene and is cheaper 

and freely available.  Periphery parking spots have guards hired by the 

university patrolling 24/7.  Bringing a car to Stellenbosch is not advised, 

everything you need is within walking distance and it keeps us healthy. 

Twitter:  
   @MatiesMADsquare 

      @StellenboschUni 

      @matiesstudents 

      @usMaties 

      @fvzs (Leadership institute) 

      @DieMatie (Student paper) 

      @MFM926 (Radio station) 

      @StelSRC (Student committee) 

      @WCluster (Your cluster) 

Male visiting hours 

 

Men are allowed to visit 

Ireners in their rooms on Sat-

urday and Sunday evenings 

from 19:00-23:00.  This will 

not apply during the MAD2  pe-

riod and exams/test weeks 

when no male visitors are al-

lowed in Ireners’ rooms.  Men 

are allowed on the ground 

floor during term until 23:00. 
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 Parents/students are asked to please inform the resident head, Riana Engelbrecht, if the student has any serious 

allergies, suffers from a sickness or falls ill. 

 No medication may be provided to students by Irene’s management. 

 Every student is kindly urged to bring along basic medical stock, for example: pills, plasters and chronic medica-

tion. 

 The Stellenbosch University Campus Health Service (CHS) offers an integrated and accessible health service for 

students within walking distance from Irene (standard medical fees apply).  These services are provided in five fo-

cus areas (Family Medicine, Health Promotion and Preventative Medicine, Sports and Exercise Medicine, Occupa-

tional Medicine and Physiotherapy) by experienced and appropriately qualified medical practitioners.  CHS is also 

licensed to dispense medicine and has an equipped pharmacy for this service.  For more infor-

mation visit: www.sun.ac.za/campushealth.   Free nursing services are available. 

 A first aid kit will be carried with the first years to every event during the MAD2  period in   

case of an emergency. 
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Risk Management and Campus Security 

Facilities Management’s Risk Management and Campus security divi-

sion makes an important contribution to campus safety through patrol-

ling and also offers an effective reaction capability, thereby creating a 

system of staff and students taking primary responsibility for their own 

safety.  Save Campus Security’s number on your phone. 

Support in respect of personal safety 

Every individual should take responsibility for her own safety.  Students 

who exhibit high risk behavior make themselves vulnerable and contrib-

ute to an unsafe campus and Irene.  Their behavior creates opportunities 

for crimes and attacks by criminals on campus.  Our best security system 

is through the cooperation of each Irener. 

High-risk behavior includes the following: 

 Walking alone at night and walking or parking in poor lit areas. 

 Being on the streets in the early hours of the morning, even in small 

groups. 

 Being in the streets, particularly at night, under the influence of alco-

hol or drugs. 

 Leaving doors and windows open or unlocked. 

 Using expensive and sought-after sports bicycles and bicycle locks of 

a poor quality on campus. 

 Displaying of unnecessary carrying valuable items, such as laptops, 

tablets and expensive electronic equipment. 

The Vice-Primaria of each residence 

is responsible for Risk and Safety in 

Irene.  The first years will be in-

formed and educated about the  

safety program during their wel-

coming program. 

Residents of university residences 

have the responsibility to guard 

their entrances from 18:00-23:00 

where after a paid guard is supplied 

by the university.  You will get the 

opportunity to contribute to the 

safety of the residence during your 

fist year because from your second 

year onwards your academic pro-

gramme will be to tight.  Nothing to 

worry about, you only have to re-

port men trying to sneak in.  Very 

safe behind safety glass.  Untoucha-

ble!  

Campus Security: 

021 808 2333 (Emergencies only) 
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Community Interaction at Stellenbosch University exists to initiate and manage partnerships with communities, thus facilitat-

ing cooperation between communities and the university, and providing the means whereby both parties can actively discover 

knowledge, teach and learn from each other.  

Irene’s official project is the Webergedenk literacy program where we work with the grade 3’s at Webergedenk Primary School 

to improve their literacy skills through fun activities.  Irene also participates in the university’s Bare foot day where we donate 

shoes to the less fortunate and participate in a Casual day race to create awareness for people with disabilities. 

Ireners can get involved in community service by joining the Community Interaction committee of Irene where they will be 

equipped with skills to interact with other communities. 

As an additional project Irene will be delivering pay-it-forward gift bags to the local Hospice during the year.  Please try and 

bring the following items:            Twitter: @MGD_US 

 NEW toothbrush & toothpaste 

 Flannel / sponge 

 Bath soap 

 Sanitary towels 

 Deodorant 

 Any old clothing 

 Cup-a-soup  

 Two minute noodles 

 Tinned food 

 Something sweet 

 Women’s magazine 

 Make-up 
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If you thought your matric year was exciting, THINK AGAIN! You are about to meet awesome people 

from different schools, provinces, cultures, faculties etc.  During your welcoming in Irene, you are al-

ready going to be socializing with other residences in your cluster, Wimbledon.  This will offer you the 

opportunity to meet your fellow classmates.  Throughout the year Irene takes part in many social events 

on campus. We want to make you very excited about all the fun activities that lie ahead of you in your fu-

ture at Irene.  We want to encourage you to put yourself out of your comfort zone, meet new people and 

explore the beautiful and exciting town of Stellenbosch.  Wait and see what Irene and Stellenbosch can 

offer you! 
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Over the years culture has grown to be an integral part of Irene, regarded as equally important to 

academics and sport.  Various opportunities are given to the girls to showcase their talents, some 

more formal and others silly and informal. 

The very first culture event you will experience as an Irener will be Molassesêr.  This is a fun event 

where a short song-and-dance performance is compiled and performed for other residences.  The 

whole first years group participates, as well as any other Ireners who would like to join.   

Other cultural highlights in the year include Toneelfees, debating and Kleinsêr, a national competi-

tion where a group of 20 girls are chosen to compete against other Stellenbosch residences and ul-

timately against other participating universities in South Africa.  Culture evenings and “theatre 

skakels” take place once a term, where Irene invites a men’s residence to join us for a fun-filled 

evening.  These culture evenings give Ireners the opportunity  to showcase their talents, as well as 

take part in fun group acts.  The Wimbledon cluster also offers not to be missed culture evenings. 

Cultural activities in Irene aim to create opportunities for you to develop personally and socially.  

You are given the opportunity to learn new things and share ideas and talents.  It can be seen as an 

opportunity to build self-esteem, become involved and make new friends. 

@kukosr (US culture committee)     REMEMBER: music instruments 

@StelSocietie        and props.  
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Sport forms a big part of life at Irene.  

We proudly participate in hockey, 

netball, soccer, tennis, table tennis and chess.   

Ireners always arrive at matches with a smile on their fac-

es, ready to have some fun.  We hope that you will decide 

to participate in as many sports as you can to contribute to 

your house, whether it be a sport you have been playing at 

school for years or whether you would like to try a new 

sport.   

Remember to bring any sport kits with you when you move 

in! 
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The university began the cluster initiative to promote interaction between students from different residenc-

es and PSO’s.  These residences and PSO’s are divided on campus to form clusters where a wide variety of 

activities take place.  The main goal of the cluster initiative is to give student academic support through in-

teraction.  During the welcoming period first years will participate in a fun-filled cluster day where they get 

the opportunity to meet other students from their faculty.  

Irene belongs to the Wimbledon Cluster which consists of Irene, Sonop, Aristea, Helshoogte, Eendrag and 

Vesta.  The new mixed senior residence between Irene and Eendrag will also form part of the Wimbledon 

Cluster.  The cluster’s values are caring, friendship, respect and freedom.   

Wimbledon’s cluster coordinator is Linda Scholtz, an old Irener.  Wimble-

don Cluster’s values are focused to develop happy and balanced students 

who have  the confidence and freedom to pursue their goals and dreams.  A 

hub, where students in the cluster can socialize and study, will be finished in 

2014.  The hub will have a study area where students can study close to their 

residence and a cafeteria where students can buy food and socialize.  Clus-

ters are the ideal opportunity for students to form friendships and study 

groups outside their residence.   

       Irener, welcome to Wimbledon Cluster! 

Twitter: @WCluster Facebook: Wimbledon Cluster 
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The green initiative has become a significant topic 

around campus and truly important to Irene.  Irene’s 

programme aims to get first years involved in creating 

green awareness and includes activities to improve 

the environment. 

In Irene we aim to reduce our carbon footprint 

through various initiatives such as meat-free-

Mondays, green recycle bins, recycling exam notes, 

participating in The Million Trees initiative and using 

water-saving shower taps. 

“One tree, many leaves.” 

We are all individuals, yet we are connected. 
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Bondelsport 

Fun sports and games evening that forms 

part of the welcoming programme. 

Mentors 

Mentors are senior students who are 

appointed in residences and PSOs to 

help you as a first year student adapt 

to university life.  All first year stu-

dents in Irene have a mentor.  You will 

meet her on your arrival at Irene. 

MAD2 

The abbreviation stands for “Make a 

decision to make a difference” and is 

the overall theme of the welcoming 

programme with a strong emphasis on 

community interaction.  The events are 

listed in the comprehensive welcoming 

program which the HK and mentors 

will run through with you.. 

Prim 

Prim is the abbreviated form of 

“primaria” (female) or “primaries” (male) - 

the head of a residence or PSO ward. 

Vensters 

This street theatre, during which house 

partners entertain spectators with inter-

esting storylines and dance moves, cer-

tainly counts among the highlights of the 

welcoming programme.  Vensters is on 31 

January from 19:00-23:00 and your par-

ents are welcome to watch.  You will not 

be able to see them that evening. 
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PSO wards 

The members of the Private Student 

Organization (PSO) are students who 

do not live in residence - approximate-

ly 70% of all the university’s students.  

This program involves students in so-

cial and academic events on campus in 

the same way a residence would have 

done. The PSO ward does not provide 

accommodation to members, but PSO 

students may use their student cards 

to book meals to have at a residence in 

their particular cluster. 

Skakelings (interaction) 

An informal event where student 

groups of different houses meet, so-

cialize, jointly participate in an inter-

esting activity or learn something new. 

“Skakelings” can be social, with men-

tors, academic and so forth. 

HK 

HK is the abbreviation for the Afrikaans 

word “Huiskomitee”, or House Com-

mittee - the group of student leaders in 

each residence and PSO ward. 

Hub 

A hub is a student learning and living area 

with various facilities where particularly PSO 

students who reside in Stellenbosch as well as 

commuter students may eat, study or relax 

during the day between classes.  A hub is be-

ing built next to Irene and will be completed in 

2014. 
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Accommodation 

(Google) 

100 Hotels in Stellenbosch - Half-Price Ho-
tels - booking.com  
 
Stellenbos Akkommodasie - LekkeSlaap.co.za  

Car Hire 

Avis     021 887 0492 

Budget Car Rentals   021 887 0492 

Europcar    021 883 8140 

Hertz rent-a-car   021 887 3145 

Stellenbosch Car Rental  021 882 8155 

Banks 

Absa Bank    021 809 2311 

First National Bank   021 887 1326 

Nedbank    021 888 4640 

Standard Bank   086 101 1341 

Capitec Bank   086 010 2043 

Books 

Protea Boekwinkel   021 882 9100 

Van Schaik Bookstore  021 887 2830 

Computers etc. 

Student Laptop initiative: 

http://www.studentlaptop.co.za/initiative/

landing.cfm 

 

Courier Services 

DHL Express   021 887 0390 

Fedex Express   087 742 8001 

http://www.booking.com/Stellenbosch-Hotels
http://www.booking.com/Stellenbosch-Hotels
http://www.lekkeslaap.co.za/Stellenbos


49 

Driving Instructors 

Anwel Driving School  071 863 2353 

Delta     072 300 1301 

Omega    021 981 9700 

Fitness 

Curves    021 880 0529 

Pilates movement   084 259 0966 

Virgin Active    021 882 8228 

Hospitals 

Stellenbosch Medi-Clinic  021 861 2000 

Stellenbosch Hospital  021 808 6100 

Casualties         021 808 6147/84 

Doctors 

Albertse & Van Zyl   021 883 3805 

Bosman Dr & Partners  021 887 2820 

Dentists 

Eikestad Dental   021 880 1462 

Weber, Z. Orthodontist  021 887 7603 

Eye Care 

Spec-Savers    021 883 3859 

Stellenbosch Optometrists  021 883 8091 

Hairdresser 

Blow Hair Boutique  021 883 9325 

Cut Above Unisex Hair Salon 021 887 3588 

Hairlines    021 887 0714 

Mince Hair Salon   021 880 0194 

Knots Hair Salon   021 886 6869 
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