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Graduate School

which coordinates the research 
themes focused on Africa’s 

development, administers the  
doctoral programmes and full-time 
doctoral scholarships, recruits and 
enrols doctoral students from the 

African continent,  appoints supervisors 
and examiners, and monitors 
and evaluates operations to 

assure quality.

African 
Doctoral Academy

which aims to become the pre-
eminent site for advanced research 

skills training and development on the 
African continent by providing support 

in research, scholarship, supervision 
and management. The ADA is the 

primary enabler to deliver world-class 
doctoral graduates focused on the 

humanities and social sciences. 

PANGeA
The Partnership for Africa’s Next 

Generation of Academics (PANGeA) 
consists of a network of African 

institutions of higher education joined 
together to become the lead institutions 
in the execution of the strategy by investing 
in their own research capacity, developing 

and offering supervision for doctoral 
studies and advanced research 
programmes focused on Africa, 

and ultimately offering joint 
doctoral degrees.

1. Democratisation, peace and 
conflict in Africa [Political Science]

2. Land, environment and society 
in Africa [Sociology and Social 
Anthropology]

3. Transitions and translations: 
Africa in the local and global 
imaginaries [English]

4. Interventions through the arts 
[Drama]

5. Science, technology and society 
[Philosophy / CREST]

6. Consolidated geographical 
information technology 
implementation  
[Geography and 
Environmental Studies]

7. Language, culture 
and communication 
[African Languages]

8. Public mental health 
[Psychology]

CURRENT RESEARCH 
THEMES  
[with base departments 
in brackets]

Generic Scholarship Courses  
(One to two days) 

Aimed at residential students in the 
Graduate School, for example • 
proposal development • literature 
review • managing the supervisor 
• research integrity • writing and 
publishing • academic career, etc.

Research Methodology and 
Social Theory Modules  
(typically one- to two-week 
elective courses) 

[1] Theory of research block 
• philosophy and conceptualisation 
of research design [2] Quantitative 
block • survey methods, sampling 
theory • Introductory statistics 
(with SPSS) [3] Qualitative block 
• ethnographic, case study and 
discourse analytic studies • individual 
and focus group interviewing 
[4] Programme evaluation block 
• evaluation theories • designing 
evaluation • types of evaluation 
including impact assessment 

THE AFRICAN DOCTORAL ACADEMY 
employs different educational and training modes:

A BRIEF HISTORY OF PANGeA 
• A November 2006 consultation 

involved Botswana, Makerere, 
Dar es Salaam and Malawi university 
deans of humanities and social 
sciences. The choice of institutions 
was the result of pre-existing 
collaborative relationships.

• Talks resumed in March 2009 
to create and establish strong 
partnerships between SU and other 
universities in Africa to recruit 
students and staff to participate 
in PANGeA networks. This core 
group of partners signed a Letter of 
Intent, signaling their collaboration 
in recruitment of students, research 
and research capacity building at 
the level of faculties and colleges of 
humanities and social sciences.  

• Staff and students at partner institutions 
will be involved in doctoral programmes 
of the Graduate School, supported by 
the ADA. Collaboration and capacity 

building will be focused on the 
development of joint projects in 
the research themes. 

• In June 2009 a concept network 
agreement was developed which 
can be used to formalise a series of 
bilateral partnerships.

• The ideal partnerships will involve 
the offering of joint doctoral degrees 
according to a model that will retain 
the benefits and prestige of doctoral 
qualifications for both the partner 
institutions and their students. 
This will require collaborative 
agreements to be signed by vice-
chancellors representing their 
respective institutions.

• The network will facilitate 
joint funding applications and 
expand by invitation and the 
attraction of partners through 
its demonstrated success.

[5] Advanced quantitative block 
• experimental and quasi-experimental 
studies • advanced social statistics 
[6] Advanced qualitative block 
• grounded theory and qualitative 
analytics • computerised qualitative 
data analysis (with Atlas.ti) 
[7] Theories of science block 
• philosophies and sociology of 
science.

Seminars For Supervisors / 
Research Managers

[1] One-week certificate course for 
supervisors. [2] Two-day seminars on 
management of postgraduate studies, 
engaged scholarship, doctoral studies 
in Africa, uptake, etc.

The African Doctoral Academy’s 
offerings can be structured to suit the 
needs of diverse groups of students 
and scholars and may be offered 
on PANGeA partner campuses 
when appropriate.

To achieve our overall objectives, 
all of the necessary elements 
are integrated into a coherent 
programme strategy, which 
has three legs:

The CHALLENGE:
• To stem the brain drain from Africa
• To reverse the decline of science 

and scholarship in African 
higher education

Our STRATEGY:
To build and sustain world-class 
doctoral programmes* on and about 
the African continent, with African 
institutions as the lead agents

Our ASSESSMENT of current and previous attempts:
• Scholarships were tenable often 

only at non-African institutions
• Scholarship schemes contained 

inadequate African institutional 
capacity building components

• There is limited involvement or 
leadership from African institutions

• Ineffective integration of different 
components

Makerere University University of Dar es SalaamUniversity of Malawi University of Nairobi

ADVANTAGES OF PANGeA
• Students from partner institutions 

will be accorded the same priority as 
students of SU in accessing places in 
the offerings of the African Doctoral 
Academy, and in the seminars / 
“scholarship communities” around 
approved research themes. 

• Similarly, staff from partner 
institutions will be given priority 
in academic exchanges and in the 
training of supervisors.  

• Partnerships will tap into and make 
available the expertise located in 

partner institutions, and may lead 
to the augmentation or expansion 
of existing research themes or the 
formulation of new research themes 
to be incorporated into the Graduate 
School’s doctoral programmes. 

• Expansion of intellectual horisons will 
benefit staff and students on exchange 
programmes with partner institutions. 

• Crucially, strong partnerships will 
create superior access to funding 

*FULL-TIME DOCTORAL DEGREE PROGRAMMES 
(focused initially on the arts, humanities and social sciences)

Full-time doctoral study programmes 
over a three-year period will be partially 
structured, normally as follows: 

The first year of study is devoted to 
• training in generic and elective modules 
offered by the ADA • induction into 
scholarly discourse in the research 
theme / field of study through 
participation in an advanced seminar 
series or colloquium • developing a 
doctoral proposal including a study 
plan and literature review.

In the second year, students will 
• execute the research or study plan 
through further reading and through 
field-, experimental or archival work 

• attend further seminars in the 
Graduate School research themes 
or follow (additional) modules offered 
by the ADA • where feasible, spend 
a semester or more in the second 
and third years at PANGeA partner 
universities. 

The third year is devoted to 
completion of analysis and writing and 
to presentation of preliminary results in 
advanced research theme seminars or 
where appropriate, to defend the thesis.

Students are required to remain in 
contact with their supervisors and 
co-supervisors throughout their 
study programmes.


