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Brief Description of Research 

Sallek’s study examined the effect of domestic deployment of the military on civil-military relations (CMR), 
where the military conducts military internal security operations (ISOPs) to forestall violence and enforce peace 
and stability. The study examined the interaction and experiences of civilians with the presence of the military 
in their daily life, and whether the military operations ameliorate, or it exacerbates insecurity. The research was 
conducted as a qualitative exploratory study. It examined the experiences of civilians of different ethnicity, 
religion and gender, and of different social categories using the protracted violent conflict in Plateau State, 
North Central Nigeria as the site of the study. 

The study found that a negative or an unhealthy CMR results when the military conducts ISOPs, typically 
because of military abuse and the violation of the human rights of civilians. Two factors were identified as the 
sources of the problem. One attributes it to the rational choice of personnel, an action which emanates from 
a lack of military professionalism. Examples include corruption and extortion of civilians, conspiring and 
collaborating with armed groups, and the dereliction of duty especially when assailants are attacking 
communities. The second factor points to the tensions between military culture and habitus, and the values of 
society, particularly because military culture and habitus makes soldiers likely to act in ways which are 
unacceptable to society. The implication is that although military presence and power can force a ceasefire 
when violence erupts, it is often temporal. Also, where it is not properly regulated, as is the case in Plateau 
State Nigeria, it worsens insecurity. 

Accordingly, the study establishes that although Nigeria has a legal framework for civil control of the military, 
there is a weak implementation, and the military holds significant prerogatives in both the political and 
economic spheres. As a result, soldiers are rarely held responsible for abuses and violations of the human rights 
of civilians, and because justice is rarely served, this has resulted to varying forms of expression of agency 
against the military. Here, Sallek observes that there is a disconnect between theory and the findings of the 
study, and he argues that existing theories of CMR do not explain the agency of the citizenry in CMR. Thus, 
he proposes a quadrumvirate model to fill the void by explaining how despite being the weaker partner in 
CMR, civilians can enforce agency in ways that alter the state of CMR in a state. 


