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PR like a Pro:  Writing for the media 

A Certificate of Competence short course  

What are the course objectives? 

Merely demonstrating your ability to use punctuation properly is not going to generate press 

coverage for your company or clients. This course will equip you with tools and most recent 

techniques to communicate confidently and effectively when writing for the media.  

Who should attend? 

If your job demands writing press or print-media releases, promotional material, publications 

and blogs, then this course is your answer! To ensure optimal learning, we limit the number of 

participants. 

Any prerequisites? 

Since large parts of the interactive skills development and assessments in this course take place 

through online learning, you will need a computer with which to create documents, and access 

to the internet. Participants will complete an online initial needs assessment to ensure that we 

focus on specific needs. 

Who are the presenters? 

The presenters are experts in business communication and have experience in the field of 

professional communication and journalism. 

How is this course presented? 

We present this course over six weeks with one morning session every week, complemented by 

online learning. All aspects of the course will be assessed, and course material will be provided. 
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In this course we will look at: 

 Writing for conventional media, such as newspapers and radio 

 Writing for social media – Twitter, Facebook, Reddit and Instagram 

 Writing press releases and promotional material 

 Discussions around ethics in journalism 

 Writing blogs and inhouse publications 

 Basic editing principles and tools 

What are the course outcomes? 

 You will understand the importance of telling your story well, in language that is engaging 

and easy to understand 

 You will learn to embrace a practical writing style and rely on effective correspondence 

strategies and techniques 

 You will have an overview of ethical issues, and understand the importance of checking 

facts, summarising and accuracy 

 You will be equipped to identify the important facts and write a story that reflects well 

on your company 

A Certificate of Competence is awarded following the successful completion of this course. 

 

When and where will this course take place? 

Face-to-face sessions will take place in the Seminar Room of the Language Centre, Kleine 

Bosch, 44 Banhoek Road, Stellenbosch, on the following dates: 

 23 and 30 August, 6, 20 and 27 September and 4 October 

What is the cost?  

The course fee is R5 100 per person, which includes course material and teatime refreshments. 

Further questions? 

Contact Michelle Pieters at michellep@sun.ac.za or 021 808 2812 for more details, or click 

here to enrol straight away: https://bit.ly/2HQ8VCr  

You could also discuss your specific short course and development needs with Michelle, 

enquire about our available short courses and course dates, or enquire about our tailor-made 

courses for corporate clients. We could even bring our course to your workplace. 
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