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Mangrove Carbon Opportunities

• Two mangrove carbon projects – Senegal & Kenya

• Investing in mangroves conservation

• The potential in Mozambique & Tanzania

• The potential in Nigeria & South Africa

• Developing mangrove carbon projects

• A Mangrove Capital Africa Programme

• AU’s Africa Blue Economy Strategy



A 10-year MOU
• Livelihoods
•Océanium
•Gov of Senegal
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A small-scale carbon offset facility that seeks 

to provide incentives for mangrove 

restoration and protection through… the sale 

of mangrove carbon credits. 

Located in Gazi Bay, Kenya

• Started 2010

• Coordinator:

Association for 

Coastal Ecosystem 

Services (ACES)

• 498 households

involved

• 13,966

PVCs issued

Certified by:





The coastal seascapes of Tanzania and 

Mozambique have a high potential as 

contributing components to the mitigation of 

climate change impacts due to their extensive 

distribution of carbon-rich blue forest 

ecosystems…

Current efforts to conserve mangroves in eastern 

Africa include specific legislation, MPAs, national 

and regional mangrove strategies and action 

plans, public outreach, restoration activities, and 

the incorporation of mangroves into REDD+ 

activities.



The Niger Delta Mangrove Restoration 

Project aims to restore degraded portions of 

the swamps, planting up to 100,000 stands of 

mangrove trees. 

The Niger Delta mangroves, together with the 

creeks and rivers, cover an area of about 1’900 

km2, are considered a global biodiversity 

hotspot and are a major source of food and 

livelihood for about 30 million people (over 

17% of Nigeria's population). 



Almost 440 ha of mangrove 

was removed from Durban 

Bay during construction of the 

Port of Durban… Development 

of the port started in the 

1840s. At that time, the bay 

contained the largest 

mangrove community in the 

country of which only 13.4 ha 

remains within a protected 

natural heritage site

Although their areal coverage is small 

(<2000 ha), mangroves in South Africa… 

sequester large volumes of carbon.



Fair Carbon supports the development of blue 

carbon projects by

• making information more accessible

• increasing transparency

• ensuring projects meet high standards for 

conservation and social equity



Towards a 

Wild Mangroves Economy

Mangrove forests buffer the storms 

that come off the oceans.

Healthy mangrove forest also stores 

great amounts of carbon–five times 

more carbon than inland forests.

Fish productivity and other socio-

economic activities depend entirely 

on healthy mangroves.



The AU’s blue economy strategy – A starting 

point for AWEI’s work on mangrove carbon

Blue Carbon is part of a Blue Economy with an 

opportunity to develop coastal wetland projects 

to mitigate climate change. 

Their current value is estimated to the average 

monetary value of carbon sequestration of 

about USD 130,000 per km2 of mangrove, salt 

marshes, and sea grasses. 

At the scale of Africa, the value is estimated at 

USD 40 billion in 2018 annually with a potential 

growth to USD 45 billion in 2030
to USD 70 billion in 2063.


