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Conservation - The management of human use of the 
biosphere so that it may yield the greatest sustainable 
benefit to present generations while maintaining its potential 
to meet the needs and aspirations of future generations. 

Thus, conservation is positive, embracing preservation, 
maintenance, sustainable utilization, restoration, and 
enhancement of the natural environment

The wildlife economy used to be called conservation

IUCN, UNEP & 
WWF with 
FAO &UNESCO  
(1980)

IUCN, UNEP, & 
WWF with 
ADB, FAO, IIED, 
ILO, UNDP, 
UNESCO, 
World Bank, 
WHO, WMO, 
& WRI 
(1991)

Conservation - The management of human use of 
organisms or ecosystems to ensure such use is sustainable. 
Besides sustainable use, conservation includes protection, 
maintenance, rehabilitation, restoration, and enhancement of 
populations and ecosystems.



Conservation and sustainable use

Aware that conservation and sustainable use of biological 
diversity is of critical importance for meeting the food, health 
and other needs of the growing world population… 

The objectives of this Convention… are the conservation of 
biological diversity, the sustainable use of its components, and 
the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the 
utilization of genetic resources…

CBD (1992)

SDG 14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans…

SDG 15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
terrestrial ecosystems…

Target 15a …increase financial resources from all sources to 
conserve and sustainably use biodiversity…

2030 Agenda (2015)



GOAL B Prosper with Nature - Biodiversity is 
sustainably used and managed and nature’s 
contributions to people… are valued, maintained 
and enhanced…

Target 5 - Ensure that the use, harvesting and 
trade of wild species is sustainable, safe and 
legal…

Target 9 - Ensure that the management and 
use of wild species are sustainable, thereby 
providing social, economic and environmental 
benefits for people…



Ensure that the

• Management
• Use
• Harvest &
• Trade

of Wild Species is

• Sustainable
• Safe
• Legal &
• Benefits people

Linking GBF Targets 5 & 9 to CITES

Elephant leather products



From wildlife conservation to the wildlife economy

Conservation - management of human use of 
the biosphere so that it may yield the greatest 
sustainable benefit

(IUCN 1980)

Wildlife Economy – the sector of the 
economy that uses marine and terrestrial 
wildlife as an economic asset to create value, 
which aligns with conservation objectives and 
delivers sustainable growth and economic 
development

(SADC 2023)





Our work influences, encourages & assists 
decision-makers to,,,

Strengthen the enabling environment 
&
Promote thriving & responsible wildlife enterprise 

Leading to…

An inclusive, diversified & flourishing wildlife economy 
&
Transformed, enhanced, and maintained African 
landscapes 

AWEI’s theory of change



AWEI’s work programmes

Thought leadership 
- addressing barriers inhibiting the wildlife 

economy & identifying opportunities

Stakeholder engagement 
- empowering actors to promote the 

wildlife economy & support wildlife 
enterprise 

Professional development 
- strengthening capacity to promote & 

participate in the wildlife economy



Research framework

Ethical context of the wildlife economy 
- values, beliefs & perceptions about the role of wildlife 
in society

Governance of the wildlife economy
- policies, laws & regulations shaping the structure of 
the wildlife economy

Functioning of the wildlife economy 
- production management, product development, 
marketing, sales, & finance

AWEI’s thought leadership

Current themes

Wildlife Meat

Wildlife Enterprise

Wildlife Standards

Wildlife Policy



Thought leadership outputs

Short articles Policy briefs Research products

Collaborative governance models of 
wild product value chains for 
conservation & livelihood resilience

Elephant in the room - Why a trophy 
hunting ban would hurt conservation 
& development

Conflict of visions: Ideas shaping 
wildlife trade policies

Ensuring the use of wild species 
benefits people

Scaling up Africa’s elephant economy
The diverse socioeconomic 
contributions of wildlife ranching

South Africa’s conservation model: 
why expanding the use of 
biodiversity to generate money is a 
good idea

Comments on the draft National 
Biodiversity Economy Strategy

Supporting business functions 
influencing the formalization of 
charcoal business in Tanzania

Natural capital as a potential tool for 
resolving human-wildlife conflict

Liberalising intra-African trade in wild 
meat – Policy recommendations

Assessment of the Framework for 
Tourism Revenue Sharing Schemes 
in Uganda

Finding balance for a sustainable 
future: Wild meat consumption, 
wildlife economy & landscape 
restoration

CITES, AfCFTA & livelihoods – 
Implications of the COP 19 
appendices proposals

Wild plant value chain analysis of 
Combretum Micranthum, Opuntia 
Tuna & Aloe Ferox



Leading the conversation – mailouts & social media



Stakeholder engagement



Professional development



Thought leadership.  Stakeholder engagement.  Professional development.

www0.sun.ac.za/awei

awei@sun.ac.za
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