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I am an associate professor of public engagement with science at Stellenbosch University in 
South Africa, where I do research, teach, and supervise postgraduate students.  

My research interests focus on the role of researchers in public engagement, the communication 
of contested topics rooted in science, science communication in new media ecosystems, creative 
approaches to science communication and engaging diverse audiences in public dialogue about 
science. I participate in several international research collaborations with research partners 
around the world. Through my research, I strive towards developing an evidence base for 
effective public communication of science and public engagement in an African context.  

I joined Stellenbosch University in 2015 after working in science communication practice in the 
science sector for over 25 years. In 2018, I obtained my PhD from Stellenbosch University on the 
factors influencing the public communication behaviour of publicly visible scientists in South Africa. 

In addition to my academic work at Stellenbosch University, I also teach guest lectures and 
provide training workshops worldwide. At present (2024), I also serve in the following roles: 

• Deputy editor of the Journal of Science Communication (JCOM)
• Advisory Board of the Wissenschaft im Dialog (WiD) Transfer Unit (Germany)
• Advisory Board of the Centre for Evidence-Based Healthcare (Stellenbosch University)
• Advisory Committee of SciComm ThinkLabs, Foundation for Advancing Science and

Technology (FAST), India
• IMPRIMA (Implementing Primaquine Single Low Dose in Africa) Project Steering

Committee

In 2015, I won the South African National Science and Technology Forum (NSTF) Award for 
Communication for Outreach and Creating Awareness. I am an honorary life member of the PCST 
(Public Communication of Science and Technology) Network, which is awarded to individuals 
who have distinguished contributions to the international science communication community. 
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Communication, 21(05) A04 
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Boundaries of Science Journalism in South Africa. Journalism Studies, 24(14), 1734–1753 
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World Scientific Publishing, pp 242–247 
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Gascoigne; B. Schiele, J. Leach, M. Riedlinger, B. Lewenstein; L. Massarani & P. Broks (eds). 
Communicating science: a global perspective. Brisbane, Australia: Australian National University Press. 
Australian National University Press, pp 771–800 
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Handbook of Transdisciplinary Learning (Bielefeld: Columbia University Press), pp 317–327 
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relation to the South African COVID-19 Vulnerability Index (SA CVI). Communicare, 41(2) 103-117 
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Science Communication, 22(06) A05 
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Editorial Cartoons: An Exploratory Study. Journalism Practice, 18(1), 48–75 

Weingart, P; Joubert, M. & Connoway, K. (2021). Public engagement with science—Origins, motives and 
impact in academic literature and science policy. PLOS ONE, 16(7): e0254201 

 

 


